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THE CONCEPT OF INTERFAITH PRIVILEGES IN THE SEMITIC RELIGIONS:
COMPARATIVE STUDY IN MODERN CONTEXT
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Abstract:

As compared to the other religions of the world, there are certain privileges
presented in Islam. Among the following are the few. In ordinary circumstances
in which personal interest is not involved are immodesty, entertainment of guest,
an invitation to religion, and removing of harms. Likewise, mutual trade,
sympathy, and personal relations are also included. In Seerat- e-Tayyaba these are
divided into four parts: first is the believer of Islam remaining steadfast on his
belief without beings influenced by deceit. The second is a way of conversation
and dialogue and the third is about making agreements. The fourth and final is
about diplomacy which may help a righteous message to spread in the whole
world. In Jewish, the propagators of other religions are considered non-Jewish.
Whereas in Jewish sacred literature few scholars, priests and judges are given a
sacred place. In the teaching of the Old-Testament privileges are usually confined
to the advancement of diplomacy only, but in New Testament (Holy Bible) human
welfare and salvation are the most important commandments.

Keywords: Interfaith, Privileges, Circumstances, Conversation, Diplomacy
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Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long
upon the land which the Lord your God-given you. You shall not
murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You
shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. You shall not
covet your neighbor’s house; You shall not covet your neighbor’s
wife, nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor his ox, nor his

donkey, nor anything that is your neighbor’s. (18)
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Ye have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eyed a tooth for a

tooth. ‘But | tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps
you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also. If anyone
wants to sue you and take away your tunic, let him have your
cloak also. And whoever shall compel you to go one mile, go with
him two. Give to him who asks you, and from him who wants to

borrow from you do not turn away. 9
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You shall not curse the deaf, nor put a stumbling block before the

blind, but shall fear your God: | am the Lord.?®
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Now Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom.
Thus says your brother Israel: You know all the hardship that has
befallen us, how our fathers went down to Egypt, and we dwelt in
Egypt a long time, and the Egyptians afflicted us and our fathers.
When we cried out to the Lord, He heard our voice and sent the
Angle andAngelght us up out of Egypt; now here we are in Kadesh,
a city on the edge of your border. 2%
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Now Jephthah sent messengers to the king of the people of

Ammon, saying, “What do you have against me, that you have

come to fight against me in my land?“ And the king of the people

of Ammon answered the messengers of Jephthah, "Because Israel

took away my land when they came up out of Egypt, from the

Arnon as far as the Jabbok. and to the Jorden. Now, therefore,
restore those lands peaceably.?®
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But he answered and said, "1 am not sent but unto the lost sheep

of the house of Israel. Then came she and worshipped him, saying,
Lord, help me. But he answered and said, it is not meet to take
the children’s bread and to cast it to dogs. And she said, Truth,
Lord: yet the dogs eat of the crumbs which fall from their masters’
table. Then Jesus answered and said unto her, O women, great is

thy faith: be it unto thee even as thou wilt. And her daughter was
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made whole from that very hour.
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Think not that | am come to destroy the law or the prophets: | am
not come to destroy, but to fulfill. For verily | say unto you, Till
heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass
from the law, till all be fulfilled. Whosoever, therefore, shall break
one of these least commandments, and shall teach men so, he
shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever
shall do and teach them the same shall be called great in the

kingdom of heaven.®?”
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The rule which Christ came to establish exactly agreed with the
scriptures of the Old Testament, here called the law and the

prophets. The prophets were commentators upon the law, and
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both together made up the rule of faith and practice which Christ
found upon the throne in the Jewish church, and here he keeps it
on the throne. He protests against the thought ocancelingng and
weakening the Old Testament; think not that | am come to destroy

the law and the prophets.(zs)
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But | say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that hate you,
and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;
That ye may be the children of your Father which as in heaven:
for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sendeth
rain on the just and on the unjust. For if ye love them which love
you, what reward have ye? Do not even the publicans the same?
And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than others?
Do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as

your Father which is in heaven is perfect.(zg)
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Then He lifted eyes toward His disciples and said: “Blessed are
you poor, For yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who
hunger now, For you shall be filled.[e]Blessed are you who weep
now, For you shall laugh. Blessed are you when men hate you, And
when they exclude you, And revile you, and cast out your name
as evil, For the Son of Man’s sake. Rejoice in that day and leap
for joy! For indeed your reward is great in heaven, For in like

manner their fathers did to the prophets.(3°)
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The Holy Bible (New King James Version), Leviticus 19:14
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